
 
In the early morning hours of Sunday September 15, 1963, a bomb 

was placed at the east wall of the 16th Street Baptist Church in downtown 
Birmingham, Alabama.  The church and the Kelly Ingram Park across the 
street had been a frequent meeting place for Civil Rights Protestors 
marching against Jim Crow laws and segregation in the city and the 
nation. 

At 10:22 AM on that fateful morning, the bomb exploded causing 
massive destruction that resulted in the deaths of four young ladies.  
Addie Mae Collins, Carole Robertson, Cynthia Wesley and Denise McNair 
were all downstairs in the church getting ready to participate in the 
annual “Youth Sunday” worship service.  Twenty-two others were injured 
in the blast. 

Bombs were so common in that time period the city was often 
referred to in the national media as Bombingham.  In the three years 
leading up to the church bombing, more than fifty bombs had been 
detonated across the city in the homes, churches and gathering places of 
African Americans. The KKK were responsible for placing the bombs, but 
an all-white police force was complicit in the crimes going uninvestigated 
and unsolved for decades. 

Since 1963, Birmingham has transformed in so many ways.  The 
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute and Museum stand just down the street 
from the church.  Kelly Ingram Park is now a green space filled with 
sculptures and memorials to the civil rights struggle.  The entire Civil 
Rights District comprising several city blocks and numerous historic 
buildings is designated as a National Monument by the U.S. Park Service.  
Fifty-eight years later, the city looks, and is a much different place.   

 
On Sunday September 12, 2021 as preparations are being made for the annual 

memorial service at the church, a bomb threat call is received at the Birmingham 
Police Department 911 Call Center and chaos ensues all across the city as police 
respond to numerous calls, fearing a scene that was fifty-eight years in the history 
books.  As bombs are discovered throughout the city, Lt. Fay Findlay and the Special 
Crimes Unit of the BPD are called on to head a task force to bring justice for the 
crime and to ensure that the history of Bombingham is not repeated for a new 
generation. 

 
 

 
R. Earl Muir is a lifelong resident of Birmingham, Alabama, 

where he lives in a downtown loft with his wife, Pam and his writing 
partner, Harvey the Downtown Doxie. 

His past experience as a Police Officer and Detective provides an 
insight into the inner workings of police and solving crime.  He combines 
his experience with a passion for history, especially that of his beloved 
city, as he weaves the past and present into compelling stories of crime 
and intrigue. 

 
 

www.EarlMuir-Author.com 
R.Earl.Muir@gmail.com 

 

R. Earl Muir 

Author & Storyteller 

      About the Author... 

  


